
Emancipation Proclamation frees slaves in 

rebellious states as of January 1, 1863.  

1929-1940 Great Depression and the New Deal 

Influenza Epidemic strikes the 

United States in 1918. 

The Underwood Constitution is approved in 

1870, as the Conservatives regain control of 

state politics.  The Constitution calls for a 

public school system.  

The Town of Louisa is incorporated in 1873. 

The Women’s Christian Temperance 

Union is founded in 1874. 

After 1877, the New South blooms 

from industrialization. 

John Mercer Langston wins a seat in 

Congress on Republican ticket in 

1888. This is a first. It is contested, but 

he is seated.   

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) rules public segregation                 

as “separate but equal” and legal.   

1902—Virginia Constitution revised to 

disfranchise black vote and segregate public 

spaces.  Poll tax and literacy tests imposed but 

Confederate veterans exempted. 

The Town of Mineral is 

Incorporated in 1902. 

Prohibition Act to ban alco-

hol stretches from 1919 

to 1933. 

By 1920, the towns of Mineral and Louisa 

have electric power.  

Louisa desegregates schools completely 

by the Fall of 1970. 

In Green v. County School 

Board of New Kent County 

(1968), the Freedom of Choice 

plans for integration are ruled 

inadequate and unconstitutional.  

In 1926, the 

Louisa Training, 

Mechanicsville, 

and Shady Grove 

Schools are built 

with Rosenwald 

Funds.  Zelda 

Carter Fletcher (Morton) 

becomes Supervisor of Negro Edu-

cation.   

Voting Rights Act of 1965 passes. 

A program to consolidate and improve 

Louisa County Schools starts in 1940.  

Louisa High School is built with help 

from WPA funds.  

Both Lake Anna and Lake Anna Nuclear 

Power Plant are constructed in 1970.   

From 1959 to 1968, 

Virginia adopts the 

Freedom of Choice plan 

for school integration.  

In the fall of 1969, HEW 

and Federal authorities 

demand Louisa County 

School Board desegre-

gate the local middle and 

high schools.  

National Organization of Women 

(NOW) is founded in 1966. 

William Ambler of Louisa County be-

comes President of Virginia State Grange 

Society between the years of 1874 and 

1875. Grange meetings provide new lead-

ership opportunities for women, and most 

farmers read the Grange publication, “The 

Southern Planter,” which encouraged more 

gender equality on the farm. 

Richmond Street Car Boycott 

takes place in 1904.   

The African-American women of 

Gordonsville become legendary 

chicken vendors.  

Freedmen’s Bureau Field 

Office is established at the 

Louisa Court House between 

the years of 1865 to 1868.  

The Bureau assists and 

protects freedmen. 

According to Union General Stoneman 

in  “The Official Reports of the War of 

the Rebellion,” approximately 400 slaves 

flee to freedom with Union forces in 

May of 1863. Some may have been 

among the 60 Louisa County born blacks 

who became Union soldiers.  

The Virginia Freedmen’s Bureau 

begins operations in June 1865 

including an office in the Louisa 

County Courthouse.  

In 1970, Virginia adopts a new 

Constitution that revokes the 1902 

version, along with Jim Crow. 

1900 Barbara Tinsley is the cook 

on the farm where she was born 

as a slave.  The farm was owned 

and managed by another set of 

spinster sisters headed by Miss 

Lucy Taylor. 

  

There are two CCC camps in 

Louisa by 1940, (Boswell’s 

Tavern and Mineral) . In her 

diary, Marie Cox Fisher shows 

the CCC men became a part of the family 

and everyday life.     

An active Mrs. H. H. Walton, Sr. is 

featured in Louisa County’s news-

paper advocating “Petticoats in Poli-

tics,” along with the idea that women should 

participate in community affairs, in 1963.  

1955-1965: Southern Civil Rights Movement 1861-1865 American Civil War   

The Knights of Labor 

are organized in 

1869.  

The Farmers’ Alliance, advocating voting 

rights, heightens in the 1870s - 1880s.   

1865-1877 Reconstruction attempts to establish a social free of slavery and to secure civil rights for all men. 

1914-1918: World War I 

Beginning in the 

1880s, Jim Crow laws 

legalize segregation. 

Women’s Suffrage Movement in Virginia gains ground and the right to vote from the Federal Government Harry Byrd & Massive Resistance 

Racial and gender 

equality is achieved in 

at least one district 

(Jackson) in Louisa 

County by  1884. 
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The Women’s Christian  

Temperance Union (WCTU; 

1893) is founded to help drive 

the saloons from Mineral. 

1964  
 Civil Rights Act passes, outlawing                 

discrimination based on race and gender. 

 24th Amendment banns poll tax in federal    

elections. 

 3 Civil Rights workers murdered in Mississippi. 

 Martin Luther King receives Nobel Peace Prize. 

Louisa County Public 

Schools are created in 1871 
with Rev. Littleberry Haley 

as Superintendent.  
New Louisa Court House 

is erected in 1904. 

Jim Crow Era  (1877-1965) laws following the 1896 Plessey decision segregate all public places in the South: trains, buses, theaters, hotels, restaurants, etc. 

The Populist Party is 

formed in 1891.  The Freedmen’s Bureau (1865 - 1872), an organization 

of refugees and abandoned lands, is created to aid 

freedmen during Reconstruction, specifically with the 

social and economic crisis in the South. 

National Association of Colored 

Women is founded in 1896.  Their 

motto “ Lifting as We Climb” was adopted 

by the Louisa County Colored School #1’s 

class motto in 1902”   

Maggie Lena Walker 

becomes the first female bank 

president in Virginia in 1903.   

The 19th Amendment is 

ratified on August 18, 1920, 

allowing women to vote. 

Equal Suffrage League 

of Virginia is 

The 19th Amendment in 1920, 

though it’s a national change. 

General Assembly passes the Racial Integrity 

Act and the Sterilization Act in 1924.  Learn 

about the Pocahontas Clause. 

 

Shown here: Mary Frances Hines Cherokee 

Born Louisa 1836.  Native Americans suffered 

terrible losses of genealogical roots.   

“The Byrd Machine” Rules Virginia 

Harry Flood Byrd, Sr. serves as Virginia Governor from 1926 to 

1930, illustrating his control over the democratic party.  He was is 

appointed to the U.S. Senate, where he serves from 1933 to 1965.  

Democratic politics, known as “The Byrd Machine” dominate Virginia. 

 

Byrd became famous for coining the phrase “Massive Resistance” to 

forced school integration after the 1954 Brown decision. 

In a 1956 campaign, Harry F. Byrd, 

Sr. calls for his new plan to deny 

federal court orders and urges 

Virginians to make their response one 

of  “Massive Resistance.” The National Organization for 

Women is founded in 1966. 

In 1967, the Supreme Court 

legalizes interracial marriage 

in Loving v. Virginia.   

In 1866, Louisa County freed-

men sign 

sharecropping 

contracts in 

order to obtain 

food, shelter, 

and labor.  

 

John 

Mercer 

Langston 

returns to 

Louisa to 

speak of 

a freed 

generation and unity in 1867. 

“The vast assembly, moving in thou-

sands across the porch, greeted Mr. 

Langston...with kind words and ex-

pressions calculated to touch and 

move his feelings.”  
(Taken from his autobiography) 

J. Lindsay Almond, Jr., with ties 

to Massive Resistance, proposes 

the Almond Plan (1958) and 

closes schools (Charlottesville, 

Norfolk, and Front 

Royal) rather than pro-

mote    desegregation.   

Pre-Civil War Era 

Pre-Civil War Era 

Henry “Box” Brown, 

famous runaway slave, is 

born in Louisa 

County at The 

Hermitage in 1818.   

“[E]stablishing peace and securing prosperity [by protecting]  

the negroes in their rights as free men.” 

Orlando Brown, Freedmen’s Bureau (1865) 

Zelda Carter Morton, future Jeanes 

Supervisor of Negro Education, is born 

to Andrew and Sarah Carter in 1875, 

neither of whom could read nor write. 

“Black women have been doubly invisible, first because they are black and secondly because they are women.   

Their records lie buried, unread, infrequently noticed and even more seldom interpreted.” 

Pearlie Robinson Askew 

Louisa County Educator, Recipient of 1984 NAACP National Unsung Hero  Award 

“SHE WALKETH veiled and sleeping, 

For she knoweth not her power;” 
Suffrage Songs and Versus 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman 

The Spanish American War begins in  

1898.   

Louisa’s Arthur Baker joins the Buffalo 

Soldiers and fights in Cuba with Teddy 

Roosevelt and the 10th Calvary in 1898. 

Louisa poll books (1904) begin 

documenting registration for 

the election of Theodore 

Roosevelt.  The books are 

kept until the Voting Rights Act 

of 1965 abolishes poll taxes and 

literacy tests created to eliminate 

the black vote..   

Ellen Glasgow, of Jerdone 

Castle, helps found the Equal 

Suffrage League of Virginia, 

centered in Richmond, in 

1909.  Many other Louisa 

residents joined the cause.   
Image courtesy of the Library of Congress. 

Supported by the 

Jeanes Fund, Lucille 

Holt is appointed the 

first Supervisor of 

Negro Education in 

1916. 

The Virginia Freedom of 

Choice Plan dictates that a 

few black students attend 

white schools starting in 

1965.  Black school 

administrators carefully 

recommend those students 

most likely to succeed. 

On April 21, 1971, J. Sargeant Reynolds speaks at 

the Wakefield Shad Planking, denouncing Massive 

Resistance and impacting the Commonwealth. 

“Virginia will not be propelled into massive      

resistance again, forward, backward or by lateral 

movement...School means too much to the children 

of tomorrow and it won’t happen again.” 

In January of 1970, J. Sargeant Reynolds 

(son of Virginia Sargeant Reynolds after 

whom the museum is named) is inaugu-

rated as Virginia’s lieutenant governor.  

He is outspokenly opposed to segregation.   

Louisa women help the war effort 

by filling jobs and serving in the 

Aircraft Spotter Corps. 

In 1936, Thurgood Marshall visits Louisa 

County investigating inequality in school 

conditions for the NAACP . Conflicts within 

the local chapter lead Marshall to recommend 

brewing legal challenges be made elsewhere.  

In 1954 the Supreme Court’s Brown vs. 

Board of Education decision  orders complete 

school desegregation. 

“I think anyone who doesn’t take part in community affairs has missed a lot. I don’t kid 

myself, it’s not all for the community. It’s just a lot of fun.” 

Mrs. H. H. Walton, Sr.  

1963 

In 1937, Louisa County’s Flora Molton 

moves to Washington D.C. to pursue 

her dreams as a black blues singer. 

1940 

Gela Porte tells the story of “Aunt 

Sue” and the out migration.   

“Every girl coming out of 

Louisa would go up and lodge 

with her, in her boarding house 

until they could find work.” 

“...and after church we took Mrs. Cowherd, Annette, two C.C. boys and all 

of [the] Marks family and drove to Swift Run Gap and the picnic grounds near there.” 

Marie Cox Fisher 

1947-  Rural 

Electrification 
arrives in the 

county. Prior to 

World War II, only 

10 %  of the popula-

tion in Central Vir-

ginia had electric power.     

Supreme Court declares 

segregation unconstitutional 

in the 1954 Brown v. 

Board of Education case.  

A. G. Richardson High School opens 

in 1953 with Mr. R. E. Phanelson as 

principal. 

Jackie Robinson makes 

headlines by playing for the 

Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947. 

The rise of Martin Luther King 

begins in 1955.   

1941-1945: World War II 

A 27-year-old Irene Morgan 

refuses to give up her seat on 

the bus in 1944, becoming 

Virginia’s very own 

Rosa Parks.   

1942 

1942 

1947 

1947 

1950 

1950 

1954 

1954 

1955 

1955 

1952 The Virginia General Assembly rati-

fies the 19th Amendment (ratified nationally 

in 1920)giving women the right to vote.  

One of the nation’s first female 

attorneys and earliest suffragists, 

Helen Hoy Greeley, buys a farm in 

Louisa in 1942 and retires here to 

live for many years. 

Black men enter the armed 

services en masse as part 

of the out migration in 

1942. LeRoy Hughes tells 

his story. 

By the late 1920s to early 1930s, local 

blacks migrate out of Louisa County 

for jobs and further opportunities.  In 

1860 the population was 60% black.  

The 2010 census indicates that 

percentage is now 18%.  

By the 1880s, Louisa 

women, such as Eliza-

beth Watson of Brack-

etts Plantation, are making extra 

produce to sell in a bigger market. 

Their proceeds gave these women 

a degree of independence. 

“Women in particular found that their exertions in the dairy, the hen house, and the garden yielded useful products  

for their families’ consumption, helped minimize household expenses, and sometimes produced saleable items and extra income.” 

Amy Feely Morsman, The Big House After Slavery 

In 1865, the first Freedmen’s School is 

established in Louisa Court House. A 

year later seven other schools are ap-

proved by the Bureau.  

 

Ellen Glasgow 

spends childhood 

summers here at 

Jerdone Castle. 

Young black men find a way out of the 

South in the military. Images of the 369th 

Infantry Regiment, or the Harlem Hell-

fighters, have been found in Louisa County.  

“[A] league of women voters to finish the fight and aid  

in the reconstruction of the nation.” 

Carrie Chapman Catt, League of Women Voters 

The League of Women Voters is created 

to succeed the Equal Suffrage League in 

1920.  

Angus Duncan and his former 

nanny, Ellen Hooker, who was born 

into slavery.  Race relations are 

many layered and often complex. 

Confederate Memorial 

Societies blossom.  

Louisa groups include 

Sons of Confederate 

Veterans Camps and a 

chapter of the United 

Daughters of the 

Confederacy 

 (UDC; 1919). 

Louisa County members of the Equal 

Suffrage League. 

The first women 

begin to vote in 

Louisa County.   

Virginia Married Women’s Property Act is 

passed in 1877 allowing women to hold 

property in their own right.   

The murder of Emmett Till makes 

headlines in 1955, along with the        

Montgomery Bus Boycott.  

Image courtesy of the Library of Virginia. 

The 1890s were the high point for lynchings 

across the South.  Virginia experienced fewer 

than  other states, but mobs in Virginia executed 

at least 70 blacks between 1880-1930.  

Governor Byrd signs Virginia’s 

Anti-Lynching Law. 

John Mitchell, editor of The Richmond 

Planet wages a constant fight to against 

lynching with this column regularly placed 

on the front page of his paper read by 

 

Explore  Racial Integrity pagers 

from a Louisa County  registrar, 

Mrs. W.A.C. Pettit 

“The local registrar must be sure that there is no trace of colored blood in  

anyone offering to register as a white person.”   

Walter Plecker,   

Virginia Bureau of Vital Records, 1924 

By the 1950s Home Demonstration Clubs were 

vital places for women to learn and gain support 

from one another.  As seen in this photo of the 

club in Quail, all generations were welcome.  

The Socialist Party supports female 

suffrage.  The party included at least 

one member from Louisa County, Dr. 

Robert Shelton.  

65 year old Clara 

Garland takes on the 

Male Establishment 

  
 

If It Takes a Hundred Years 
The Journey of Women and African-Americans Toward Equal Rights in Louisa 

County, Virginia, 1865-1970 
 

The historical record of Louisa County is filled with examples of ordinary individuals who 

emerged from the economic and social upheaval following the Civil War into lives they 

never could have imagined.  

 

Become acquainted with Bushrod Michie, born enslaved in 1841, who became a postal 

carrier and his son, Harry, who became a valet in the White House of President McKinley.   

 

Extensive documentation exists in family papers, farm ledgers, and oral histories of women 

who gained economic independence by producing eggs and butter in their farm yards or the 

famous fried chicken vendors near Gordonsville. The income they generated seeded an 

independence of thought and action reflected in these documents.   

 

Explore the timeline and learn the stories of individuals like Zelma Shelton, whose husband 

refused, on principle, to pay for electricity when it became available for their farm in the 

late 1940s. Zelma, who sold eggs at market   exercised her independence and announced 

she was going to have electricity in her house and paid to have power brought to their home 

with savings from her egg revenue.  Her name was the only one ever on the Rappahannock 

Power Company account for their farm until her death in 1985.  

 

Meet the women in the African-American community who served as Supervisors of Negro 

Education in the early 20th century, including Zelda Carter Morton, born to former slaves in 

the Green Springs District, who served as Negro Supervisor from 1926-1945.  When asked 

why all the supervisors were women, a former supervisor in the South insightfully said, 

“Because whites would never have allowed a black man to hold the power and influence in 

the black community given to the supervisors.”   

 

Cheer on Clara Garland, who managed a large plantation owned by four spinster sisters.  At 

age 65, Clara wrote fourteen letters imploring federal officers to assist her in fighting for 

the rights of one of her former female slaves whose children had been indentured by their 

father to white men.  The children were finally returned to the mother in a powerful story 

of courage and vision focused on two women who refused to allow the perpetuation of 

injustice.   

The Journey toward equal rights for all citizens in Louisa County took a hundred years.  

Read on to learn the stories of those who led the way on the Journey and those who quietly 

grew strong in their own right. We welcome you to share your recollections, photographs, 

and documents as we continue the dialogue.  

The Progressive Movement (1890s - 1920s).         

1879 The Readjuster Party formed to “readjust” downward the bond debt due to pre-war wealthy inves-

tors.  Payment on pre-war state debt was raising taxes and restricting funding for public schools and other 

services public debt.   

Harry Lee 

Michie serves 

U.S. President 

William 

McKinley 

Local residents note 

the significance of race 

in recalling family 

history. 

In the early to mid-

twentieth century, 

local African 

Americans struggle 

to find work to due 

discrimination. 

“Nip joints”, where people consumed 

alcoholic beverages, are integrated local 

places for late night entertainment. 

Publications, such as Jet and Ebony, keeps 

local African Americans abreast of statewide 

and national Civil Rights issues. 

Local black and white schools have 

different infrastructure, contributing to 

varying learning environments and 

student activities. 

Some African Americans 

refused to shop in stores 

with racist proprietors. 

Many African 

American women 

worked, in addition to 

or in the absence of 

husbands, in order to 

obtain necessary 

household income. 

“Redemption of the South” to white rule gains strength. 

Lucy Taylor ran Westend 

with the help of her sister, 

Nancy Taylor, for over fifty 

years.  

1936  Jesse Owens, an African-American, wins 4 Olympic gold 

medals in Berlin as anti-Semitism in Germany grows to fever 

pitch.  Adolph Hitler praised Virginia’s racial purity laws en-

forced by Walter Plecker, Registrar of Vital Records.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for exploring... 
 

 

If It Takes a Hundred Years 
The Journey of Women and African-

Americans Toward Equal Rights in Louisa 

County, Virginia, 1865-1970 
 

 

 

The  community conversations which formed the basis 

for our study continue.  If you would like more 

information or have a story, photograph, or family 

document to share with the Historical Society, please 

let us know.  

 

 

 

 

This exhibit is available online at: 

http://www.piedmontvahistory.org/archives14/items/show/1397 

1927-1973 Woolfolk 

Manufacturing 

Women go to work 

outside the home . 

 Maude Maddox, the 

first woman to regis-

ter to vote. 

 

Late 1930s The New Deal provided much needed work for professional writ-

ers and historians during the Great Depression-  Project documents and preserves 

cemeteries, architectural history and folk lore, including ex-slave narratives across 

Virginia.  Trevilians resident Nancy Sanders Pate was a WPA employee who sur-

veyed several historic homes and mills, such as this photo of Valentine’s Mill, in 

Louisa County. Reports available online at the Library of Virginia. 

1911 Graduating class.  

Women could not vote and their 

careers paths were limited. 
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