Pyrite Mining in Louisa County'

The pyrite deposits of Louisa County are situated near Mineral City, fo
known as Tolersville, a station on the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway, and include
mines, two of which are extensively operated at present. The mines are located

. E. from Mineral City at a distance of from 1.5 to 3.4 miles. Named in order|
nearness to the station these are: the Arminius, Smith and Sulphur Mines. The
belt is crossed by the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway to the west of Mineral
has been prospected for a distance of ten miles southwest of the Arminius Mi
about 8.5 miles southeast of Mineral City. Nothing, however, that seemed pit
in pyrite concentration has been found south of the railroad. A goodly numberi
mines have been worked at different points in the belt. The Louisa County
mines were worked at different times for iron, copper, and pyrite. They wé
opened and worked for iron in 1834 when the gossan or limonite cap, overly
pyrite to a depth of from 40 to 60 feet, was mined for iron-making in th
furnaces. The gossan at the Arminius Mine was practically exhausted in 1
Sulphur Miners were worked during the Civil War. The gossan ore mined
Arminius property is reported to have been furnaced in the old Rough and
Furnace, located about 1.5 miles north of Tolersville, now Mineral City; the o
the Sulphur Mines was furnaced in the Victoria Furnace situated on the presen
property. Both of these furnaces are now entirely destroyed. ‘

The Arminius Mine was opened for copper as early as 1847. It was operd
copper at a later date and prior to the mining of pyrite by the Virginia Central(
Mines Company; and at a still later date, by the Arminius Copper Mine Co

The total production of copper from the Louisa County mines is reported as ne
large, and represented chiefly ores of secondary enrichment beneath the gos
at the surface of the pyrite.

Arminius Mines

This mine is located about 1.5 miles N 20 E of Mineral City and has been¥
worked for iron, copper, and pyrite since 1834. Pyrite mining was begun at
later date, 1856, after the working off of the iron cap or gossan ore. The m
been constantly worked for pyrite for 23 years. The ore-bodies are quite €
and they conform to the structure of the enclosing schists, with local changes
strike and dip of the ore-lenses and the rock. both hard lumps and friable
mined, only the latter being milled, which is old as "fine." The lump ore is cob
not milled. The ore is massive-granular, the individual pyrite grains largely po
crystal form, cubes and their crystallographic modifications. White granulare
the most abundant gangue mineral, with some quartz and less dark green hori
The Arminius Mines of today is untold benefit to Louisa County, as h
some three or four hundred men and their pay roll per month amounts |
thousands of dollars, besides the large amount of tax and the many men ef
The surface plant of the Arminius Mines is large and commodious and is welle
with all necessary machmery for the mining and milling of pyrltes I bellev
machinery at these mines will compare favorably with any mine of its w,
country. The total output of ore from this mine is utilized for the manuf
sulfuric acid. The average sulphur content of the ore shipped from this min
43-44 per cent.
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Arminius Chemieal Co.'s Sulphur Mines, Mineral, Va,

Arminius Mineg

isa Coupty Corporations Charter Book p. 113:

s Chemical Co., Inc. Office at Arminius Mines near Mineral, Va, Purpose- To
pyrites and squhu.r ore, market such Ores, open and operate z; commissary and
er things convenient o mining. Stock maximum $10,000, minimum $5,000.

derick Kincannon, president and director 11 E. 26th St., New York
d Lee - treasurer, Mondale, New Jersey ’

YH. Mann - secretary, New York

§ AIbe'rt Wingate - director, Brooklyn, New York

e P. Hill -‘director, Ridgewood, New Jersey

Ward - director, Nyack, New York
ik Kerowehar - vice president, New York

Smith Mines

e Smith Mine now owned by the Mining Department of the United States
y and Guaranty Company of Baltimore, Maryland is located three-quarters of
N.20E. from the Arminius Mine. This minc is not being worked at this time,
ons suspended pending litigation. The mine is reported to have been first
about 1886. It has been developed by 3 shafts and numerous drifts, the deepest
00 feet, the other two 100 feet and more in depth. Ore has been mined on the
g levels: 100, 150, 200, 250, 300 feet. The ore at this mine is of friable type and
llent quality of which a large total output has been produced. The surface plant
ses a mill and all the necessary machinery for pyrite mining and milling,

County Corporations Book p- 138

arch 1913 - Boyd Smith Mines, Inc. located in Mineral, Va. Purpose of mining,
concentrating, converting, smithing, treating, preparing for market manufacturing,
selling exchanging and otherwise producing and dealing in gold, silver, copper,
16, brass, iron, steel and all kinds of metals. To buy sell, exchange, acquire, hold,
W in lands and mineral rights. To purchase, build, lease, houses, store buildings;

lict a general mercantile business to produce, raise, purchase, and sell all garden
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farm and dairy products, to construct maintain and establish and operate water works i
electrical power and maintain roads. Maximum stock $3000.000, minimum $100,000,
estate 5,000 acres. Officers:

R. A. Dunlap - president, Richmond, Virginia

Thomas C. Gordon - secretary and treasurer, Richmond, Virginia
Directors: R. A. Dunlap, Thomas C. Gordon, Stuart G. Christian, Robert A. Pen
Philadelphia, Russell 1. Hubbard, Philadelphia.

BOYD SMITH MINES NEAR MINERAL. VA

Boyd Smith Mine

The Sulphur Mine

The Sulphur Mines are located 2 miles northwest of the Arminius Mine and}
three miles northeast of Mineral City. The mines are connected with the Chesapeake
and Ohio Railway at Mineral City by a broad-gauge steam road, built in 1884. Th

gossan or minonite cap was first mined and furnaced prior to the Civil War in the olff 1.  Copy
Victoria Furnace on the present company’s site, which was closed in 1877. Mining off  Louisa Co
pyrite was begun in 1882.
The property is developed by 8 shafts, which were working in August 1906 (it maj
be more at present time). The greatest depth attained in the working of these shaffs —
is 720 feet. The method of mining the ore is closely similar to that employed at thef AR;H
Arminius Mine. 1
. . REDUC]
Many old cuts are now exposed from which the gossan ore was early mined, .

Several of these afford opportunity for observing the ore-bodies and their relations to
the enclosing rocks.

The mineral associations are the same here as at the Arminius Mine. Judging
from a careful examination of the dumps chalcopyrite, pyrhotite, and probably
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magnetite, are somewhat more abundant than at the Arminius Mine, and calcite seems Rl
to have considerably greater development at the Sulphur Mine. We have s ¢

Both hard and friable ore are produced, the latter existing in largest quantity. At THE.

present, only the low grade ore is milled. The milling scheme is closely similar at the
two mines except at the Sulphur Mines trommels and tables are used. The fine and
coarse ore are separated at the tipple and all ore goes to the washer. The concentrates
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ge 42 percent of sulphur. three sizes of ore are shipped, all of which is used in
anufacture of sulfuric acid.

e Sulphur mines surface plant is very large and commodious and is well
d with all necessary equipment for handling the ore in the mines and at the
Tunderstand they have made extensive improvement in their surface plant in the
jear or two. The Sulphur Mines not unlike the Arminius is a great benefit to our
ity besides the employment of some three or four hundred men and they pay r.oll
pin the thousands per month. The tax paid to the county by the Sulphur Mine
ource of revenue.

Sulphur Mine

0py of a letter from Jesse J. Porter, Clerk of the Louisa, 31 December, 1912, from the files of the
unty Historical Society Museum
|
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