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MY FATI.IER'S STORY

My gneat, great grandfather and my great, great grandmother were the

sultan and sultaness of Morocco, North Africa. My g,reat grandfather was

Major George tlatson sf Scottand and rny great grandmother was Tabitha, a

f,ormer princess of Morocco and a daughter of the sultan and sultaness named

above. My grand'father vlas Moses Jackson, a resident of the Green Springs

neighborhood of Louisa Co. Virginia and my grandmother v,Jas Miami ilackson, a

daughter of Tabitha, the former princess of Mor"occo and also a resident of

Green Spr ings,  Louisa Co.  V i rg in ia .  My fa ther  v las Connel ius Johnson,  a

res iden t  o f  R i chmond ,  V i rg in ia .

I am tfie great, great grandson of a su],tan and sul,taness of Morocco,

North Af ri 'ca, whose names we know not, nevert,heless, I have ,been rnel iably

informed that th is sul tan and sul taness l ived and ruled in North Afr ica over

a certain tribe of Moors sometime in the 17th century. There was added to

the u,nion of  th is sul tan and sul taness, t r^to sons and a daughtero the names of

the sons are Pedro and Manuel,  that  of  the daughter is Tabi tha.

Now, there was a man in th is Moorish t r ibe over whieh the sul tan and

sul taness ruled, named Robert .  This man Robert ,  or  Bob as he was usual ly

cal led,  in some manner became acquainted'wi th Tabi t ,ha,  the pr lncess. They

learned to love each other and being encournaged and assisted by pedro and

Manuel,  her two brothers,  Tabi tha f inal ty eloped with Bob and they were

rnaffied- l, lhen the news of this marriage reached the ears of the sultan he

vlas f i I Ied wi th indignsf isn and wrath at  the thought of  h is daughter the

princess maffying a man of, the common peopte - one of his subjects. There-

fore, he gave orders that aiI concerned with this eloDement and seeret
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i larriage should be arrested and punished, each for the part he had played'

P e d r o a n d M a n u e l h a v i n g l e a r n e d o f t h e s u l t a n J s i n t e n t i o n d e c i d e d t ' o f l e e t h e

country with Bob and Tabi.tha as they feared'for their l ives' They rnanaged to

cross the Mediterranean Sea aboard a vessel bound for Spain' After many 91an-

dering:s they finally settled in scotland'where they entened the service of, a

certain Mr. George watson and were l iving ther:e with him at the time of the

outbreak of the great civil war in England between the forces of 0liver

cromwell and those of King charles the First' ln this war Mr' George li:atson

joined the scottish Arrmy which supported the cause of charles the First' He

won his commission as a major in thi,s service and f ought val iantly tht'ough

the war unti l the final great battle of Naseby where the forces of charles

were comptetely 6vercome by those of Cromweil ' (Note - a long accgunt of the

v a r i o u s e n g a g e r n e n t s d u r i n g t h e w a i l a r e h e r e o m i t t e d . L . B . J " )

As we have seen from the foregoing, after the last great and awful

batt le between the forces of  cromwel l  wi th the Engl ish armies and General

Lesl ie wi th the scott ish armies,  dur ing the great upheaval  and confusion of

the said batt le,  the f ight ing Major w'atson of  the Scott ish armies'  f inding no

other al ternat, ive to escape arrest  and the possibi l i ty  of  being put to death

by the Engl ish sword, decided to f lee to the uni ted states'  He took with him

Bob and Tabi tha with their  two chi ldren, also Pedro and Manuel '  her two

brothers. A1l these peopie the major took with him from scotland to the

United states on the promise of  g iv ing them better wages than they could get

in Scot land-

N o u t v { e b i d a d i e u t o A f r i c a , E n g l a n d a n d S c o t l a n d w i t h a l l t h e i r

wonderful  revelat ions of  eventful  scenes, 0f  incidents of  btoody conf l ic ts

and travel  to the uni ted states- He have ci ted many and var ious incidents in
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an effort to make plain how our ancestors came to leave their" nativ,e homes and

came to the new world -  the Uni t ,ed States of  America.

i{hen Major George Watson came to Arnerica he settled in,that beautiful

region known as the Green Spi" ings neighborh,ood, Louisa Co. Virginia- th is

prretty spot of iand is bound6d on the south by Fluvanna Co. and the three

chop road,  a  pub l i c  h ighway r r r rnn ing  f rom Char lo t tesv i l le ,  V i rg in ia ,  to  R ich-

mond, Virginia,  on the north by the Parnunky River,  on the east by Goochland

Co. and on the west by the C. & 0.  Rai l road. i t  was here in th is beauf i fu l

country that Major Watson pur0hased a iarge tract of land whi.ch was known as

the Ionia Farm, 0n this faf im he sett led wi th Bob and Tabi t ,ha,  their  two

chi ldren, and the former pr lncess'  two brothers,  Pedro and Manuel.  He then

proceeded to carry out his promise to give them better wages than they could

receive in Scot land. He there agreed to pay each of  the adul ts the sum of

forty- f ive (45) dol lars a yeal" .  This agreement th,e major kept fa i thful ly for

four ; rears.

At the expiration of the fourth year, Maj,6p Watson inforrned Bob,

Tabi tha, Pedro and Manuel that  he could no longer pay them the sum of for ty-

f i ve  (45)  do l la rs  a  year  as  i t  was  aga ins t  the  law o f  the  co lony  to  pay

coiored servant,s and his whi te neighbors wer.e making a great complaint  be-

cause he paid them wages. He told them, therefore,  that  he wou' Id give to

each of  them a house with land, a mule and farming implements,  a lso rat ions

for a year;  that  they in the future could cul t ivate th is land and support

themse' lves.  This decided chanqe in the state of  af fa i rs was displeasing to

the Moroccans and they decided to return to Scotland, since they felt that

the Major had broken faith Wit,h them. hlhen Major Watson was informed of

their intention to g0 again to Scotland, he told them that they t lere at

l iberty to go but that they would be obliged to leave behind the two children
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which had been born to Bob and tabi tha s ince they came to v i rg in ia,  as i t  w,as
contrary to law for such children to leave the country unti l they became of

age'  Bob and Tabi tha were sadly disappointed at  th is star i l ing inforrnat ion

as they were anxious to return to Scotland with Pedro and Manuel. F{owever,

they could not bear to abandsn their  younger chi ldren, s0 decided to remain

on the  Ion ia  Farm'  Pedro  and Manue l ,  hav ing  no  fami l ies  and be ing  d issa t i f ied

with the :Major 's change of  f ront ,  lef t  immediately for  Scot iand a,nd were

never heard of  again

Bob took  h is  d isappo in tment  very  ser ious ly  and i t  i s  sa id  tha t  he

died heartbroken short ly af terward- Tabi tha,  the former pr incess, was now
Ie f t  a  w idow wi th  her  four  ch i ld ren  in  the  o ld  tog  cab in  in  the  o ld  mip

f ie ld ;  th is  v las  one o f  the  log  cab i ,ns  wh ich  the  Major  had bu i l t  fo r  them on
the  land wh ich  he  had g iven to  them fo r  a  home.  I t  was  here  in  th is  o ld  tog

cabin,  af ter  the death of  Bob, that  Major George Watson took Tabi tha, the

former princess of Mot:occo to wife, aft,er the/manner and custom of uhe wh,ite
man and the black l^ loman in the Southland -  th is form of taking a wi fe was
cal led the jump oVe,F th€ broorn st ick.  Now with the death of  Boh, h€r lawful
husband, Pedro and Manuel her two brothers having returned.to Scot land,

Tab i tha  w i th  her  four  ch i ld ren ,one boy  and fh ree  g i r l s ,  i s  le f t  in  a  s t range

land without f r iends, among strangers and ent i re ly at  the mercy and lust fu l

whims of Major Oeorge I ' latson l+ho br^ought her from scotland_

At t 'his t ime Major George !, latson had become a prosperous farmer and a
prominent c i t izen of  the neighbor.hood and had begun to rear a fami ly by a

white woman who was his lawful  wi fe but as we have said,  he had also Tabi tha

the Afr ican pr incess to wi fe.  The major began to rear a second fami ly by

Tabi tha the Afr ican pr incess and in course 0f  t ime a daughter r , tas born of

th is  un ion  and was narned Miami -
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Prosper: i ty cont inued to smi le 0n Flajor Watson -  he bought much land

and many slaves; i t  is  said that  one t ime there were on his Ionia ,p lantat ion

three hundned sixty-five siaves, of this latnge nunber" of slaves owned by the

l{atson fami ly,  there are,  so far  as we know, but four l iv ing today -  two in

Lou isa  Co.  V i rg in ia ,  and my s is te r  and myse l f  in  Canbr id ,ge ,  Massachuset ts -

Years passed on unt i l  f inal ly Major George Watson, af ter  a r ipe old

age, died, leaving to mourn their  loss a fami ly of  h is whi te and lawful  wi fe,

and a  fami ly  o f  h is  b lack  w i fe ,  Tab i tha ,  the  fo rmer  p r lncess .  The remains  o f

Major George l ' latson, my great grandfather,  was la id to rest  in a wel l :  kept

bury ing  ground beh lnd  h is  o ld  car r i .age house,  on  h is  beaut i fu l  lon ia  lawn-

Adieu Major George Watson. Peace to his ashes. Somes years later.  Tabi tha,

the former princess of Morocco, my grreat grandmother, now bent with age and

care ,  gave up  the  ghos t ,  d i .ed  in  the  fa , i th ,  and was bur ied  in  the  o ld  bury ing

ground, surrounded by shrubbery and not far from the old wel I and, bucket

which suppl ied water to the old log cabins.  Tabi tha lef t  to rnourn their  loss

f ive chi ldren, numerous grandchi ldren and great grandchi ldren, many of  whom I

have known, other I have never met. But my great grandmother, the former

princess, has gone to the gr"eat beyond; peace to her ashes and rest to her

S O U , I .

My grandtather,  Moses Jackssn, was owned as a s lave by Major hlatson,

and maryied by grandmother: Miami flatso1ii, daughter of the princess. My gr^and-

mother Miami l ike my grandfath., yfor., u,ru, also owned by Major Watson as a

s l a v e  '  h i s  d a u q h t e r . a n d  h i s  s l a v e .

As the years passed on there was added to the union of my grandfather

and grandmother Moses and Miami Jackson, eight chi ldren, two bo.ys and six

g i r l s .  The i r  names were  Feter ,  Jacob,  Lucy ,  Fann ie ,  Rache l ,  Anna,  t l i za  and

Mel issa. These were al l  born in the old tog cabln bui l t  by Major Watson
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wh ich  he  gave to  Bob and Tab i tha  as  a  home in  the  o ld  mi t l  f ie ld  on  h is  lon ia

farm' I knew all these except Uncle Jacob who died bef,ore I was born a,nd

Aunt Anna who was sold away to Alabarna befo"re I was old enough to remernber.

The remaining seven chi ldren were ol l lned by Major Watson at  h is death,  at

which t ime the estate inciuding the slaves fel l  to Dr,  George Watson, Jr . ,

soR 0 f  the  Major .  Dr .  Watson,  in  t ime,  bought  a  horne in  R ichmond,  V i rg in ia ,

where he had acquired an extensive pract ice in his profession. Mel i ,ssa, the

youngest of the Jackson children, when a young r.joman was taken to Richmond,

V i rg in ia ,  as  a  maid  in  Dr .  f . la tsonrs  fami ly ,  wh ich  cons is t .ed  o f  e ] ,evenp€: fson.s .

I t  was  here  in  R ichmond,  V i rg in ia ,  tha t  Me l issa  Jackson met  Corne l ius

Henry Johnson, who wooed and f inal l .y took her to wi fe.  A son was born of

th is  un ion ,  whom Mel issa  named fo r  her  fa ther  and husband,  ca i l ing  h im Moses

after her father and Cornelius after her h,usband. Sornetime after the birth

of  her son, Mel issa Jackson, lohnson t ' las sent back to the country home to keep

house for 'one of  the Doctorrs sons who was not marr ied and I ived at  the

country home. So Cornel ius Henry Johnson and Mel issa Jackson Johnson, man

and v* i fe r  were  fo rc ib ly  separa ted ,  he  in  R ichmond,  V i rg in ia ,  and she in  the

co' t rntry more than sixty mi les apart ,  as f requent ly happened under the s lave

system- I, the son, vlas also separrated from my father for I was sent aiong

with my mother.  My parents,  of  course, were sadly gr ieved at  th is separat ion

but I was too young to be sad or to grieve, in fact I did not know my fat,her.

My father, Cornelius Henry Johnson, lvas owned as a slave by a Mr-

B,anret f  of  Richmond, VirEinia.  This Mr.  Barret t  conducted a tobacco factory

in which my father served as an o,verseer. Father begged Mr. Bar.rett to seli

h im to Dr.  bJatson in order that  he might be sent out to the lonia Farm to be
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with his wi fe and son, but Mr.  Bar"ret t  refused, te i l ing my father that  he

couid not get along in the factory wi thout hirn.  Under these circumstances

Father decided to run away. blhen he considered the t i rne fu l iy r ipe and every-

thing prepared, he took wit ,h him his oldest brother Fleming and badefarewel l

to his mother and three other brothers and left Richmond and, started for

Canada- They managed to reach Canada without ser ious mishap and sett led in

Mont rea l .  A f te r  var ious  v ic iss i tudes  the  bro thers  eventua l l y  en tered  in to

the  tobacco bus iness  in  Montnea l .  A f te r  assur ing  h imse l f  tha t  h is  bus iness

vJasprosperr ing my father wrote to his former ot{ner,  Mr.  Baryett ,  and told him

where  he  was and what  he  was do ing .  My fa ther ,  w i th  h is  b ro ther ,  F leming,

remained in Canada unt i l  af ter  the Civ i l  } ' lar  in the Uni ted St,ates,  af ter

wh ich  they  re tu rned to  R ichmond,  V i rg in ia ,  my fa t ,her  b r ing ing  w i th  h im h ls

French Canad ian  w i fe ,  whom he mar r ied  in  Mont rea l .

In  the  meant ime,  my mother  Me l issa  Jackson Jo 'hnson,  despa i r inq  o f

ever having my father return,  had also marr ied again.  My mother had two

ch i ld ren ,  a  boy  and a  g i r l .  She was separa ted  f rom her  two ch i ld ren  wh i le

they were very young. ! \ |e,  her two young chi ldren were lef t  to the mercies of

a cold wor ld whi le our mother v las sent to the far . rn of  R. 0.  Momis to be wh,at

they cai led a Mammy for one of  Dr-  ! 'Jatson's daughters.  At  the c iose of  the

Civi l  War in 1865 my mother came to the Watson's farm" took her t tvo chi ldren

and re tu rned to  R ichrnond,  V i rg in ia .  The Mor r ises  fe i t  tha t  they  cou ld  no t

get along without my mcther as a Mammy for their  chi ldren and persuaded her

to come back t ,o them. She lef t  us for  a t ime with an aunt in Richmond unt i l

she had bui l t  a house with the aid of  her last  husband- when my sister and I

went to the country to jo in them and we al l  l ived in t ,h is house qui te comfor-

t a b l y  f o r  a  w h i l e

W
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I  w a s  b o r n  o n  S h a r c o  H i l l .  N 0 . 1 0 1 ,  c o r n e r  o f  S i x t h  a n d  F r n a k l i n

Stneets,  th is being the ci ty residence of  Dr,  Watson and where nry father and

mother were married in their younger days.' l ,Jhen I went to the country the

iast  t ime from Richmond, I  served as but ler  in the home of Mr.  R. 0.  Morr is,

whi le my sister at tended school .  I  had now become a young man, and at  the

age of  21 years,  four nronths and six days I  took to wi fe Miss Marrtha El t ren

l l l i lk inson" My br ide was twenty-f ive years,  f ive months and f ive days old

w h e n w e m a r r i e d . 1 , l e W e r e m a r r i e d A u g u s t 6 ' 1 8 7 0 .

0n the afterrnoon of Jul5r ZZ, 1874, t,he sad news was brouEht to me

my mother was dead. Yes, my poor,  devoted mother was dead- she had

been ki l led in an accident caused by a runaway ox team whi le coming from

R- 0.  Morr is home to hen own home. The oxen had taken fr ight  and ran

into the woods where she was thrown out of the cart and crushed between

car t  and a  t ree"  My mother  was born  in  the  o ld  1og cab in  in  the  o ld  n r i l l

d  on  the  I ' l a tson 's  lon ia  fa rm in  1813 and d ied  (August )  Ju ly  zz ,  1B lq ,  a t

age of  s ixty-one years and eight months- At the t ime of  her death her

iage name was Brown.  She was bur ied  in  the  o td  fami ly  bury ing  ground on

Ion ia  Farm near  the  o ld  we l l  wh ich  supp l ied  water  fo r  the  o ld  1og cab ins .

Thee we 1l rxy dear devoted rnot,her , we hope to meet you i n that great

ing up morn. ing where part ings wi l l  be no more. Peace to her ashes and

t o  h e r  s o u l .

I  had never known my father unt i l  h is return f rom Ca,nada to Richmond.

I  do  no t  know h is  age,  bu t  I  be l ieve  t .ha t  he  was born  in  R ichmond.  I  v is i ted

h im shor t l y  a f te r  h is  re tu rn  and was rece ived w i th  q rea t . joy ,  bu t  nc t  un t i l

he  had g iven me a  l i ck ing  wh ich  he  c la imed was due me when I  was  a  ch i ld .

Al though I  was now rnarr ied and the fat ,her of  two chi idren he tc ld me humorously
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that he must discharge his duty to me as a father,  whereupon he gave me f ive

b lows w i th  h is  wa lk ing  s t i ck ,  He then presented  me to  h is  w i fe  and fo r  th ree

weeks I stayed with them being entertain,ed-. genenously. !,Jhile I was staying

with father he made out papers giv ing me a legacy consist in,g of  h is f ine gold

watch ,  a  sp lend id  l ib ra ry  and $482.  depos i ted  in  the  Freedman 's  Ba,nk  in

R ichmond,  V i rg in ia ,  th is  he  sa id  wou ld  come to  me a t  h is  d :ea th .  A t  the  end

of three weeks I  lef t  Richmond and went to West Virginia to work on t ,he r :a i l -

road running from Richmond to Hunt ington, l ,Jest  Virginia.  Sorne t ime late,r  I

went  to  Oh io  s t i l i  con t inu ing  in  ra i l road work .  l ^Jh i le  I  was  in  0h io  my fa th ,e r

d ied  in  R ichmond,  V i rg in ia ,  bu t  I  d id  no t  hear  o f  h is  death  un t i l  n ine  months

af te r  h is  bur ia l .  0n  November  20 ,  1873,  i  le f t  Oh io  and came home to  Lou isa ,

Co. VirEinia,  took the papers given to me by my father and proceeded to Rich-

mond, where I  found that my father 's wi fe had disposed of  eve:rything and moved

to anot:her sect ion of  the c i ty.  I  found my father 's youngest brothen Al len

with whom I  spent the night and on the fol lowing morning he accompanied me to

cal l  on my father 's widow. She told me that when my father was taken sick he

had been carr ied to the hospi ta l  and that al l  h is ef fects were carr ied wi th

him and that she did not know what become of his personal  property.  My Uncle

Al len disputed this statement but be that as i t  may I  d id not get,  my father 's

go ld  watch  nor  h is  l ib ra ry .  He then went  to  the  Freedman 's  Bank wh ich  I

found c losed"  i  was  to ld  a t  the  bank  tha t  bu i id ing  specu la t ion  had c losed

the business temporar i ly  but that  as soon as business adjusted i tsel f  every-

one would receive his money. Needless to say I  never received any part  of

the legacy lef t  me on deposi t  in the Freedman's Bank. I  then lef t  Richmond,

go ing  d i rec t  to  Lou isa  Co.  V i rg in ia ,  and have no t  s ince  r rev is i ted  the  c i ty  o f

my bir th.  Sometime later:  I  csnsul ted Mr- l , i i l  t r  iam F. Gordon, a prominent
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lawyer in Louisa Co. showing him the papers my father had given me a,nd asK

him to try to co'l lect my legacy frsm t,he Freedman's Bank cn a commission

basis.  Fle rEfused to do this but to ld me.that i f  i  would pay him $Eo- in

advance he wouid do what he couid fcr  me, Since he was not wi l l ing to take a

chance of  col iect ing the money for a commisslon I  saw n0 reason for ne to

give him $50. to do what he could for  me. So that ended my at tempt to col-

lect  the $482. f rom the Freedman's Bank

My f i rs t  w i fe ,  Mar tha  E l len  h l i l k inson,  was  a  na t ive  and r "es j ,dent ,o f

the  Green Spr ings  ne ighborhood,  Lou isa  Co.  V i rg in ia .  There  were  e igh t  s is -

ters in her fami ly and i  knew them al l  but  she was my special  choice- t le

were  mar ied  by  Rev.  A lber t  Powel l ,  pas tor  o f  Spr ing f  ie ld  Bapt is t  Church  in

Lou isa  Co.  V i rg in ia ,  on  Sunday,  August  6 ,  1870.  The ceremony was per fo rmed

Rev. PowelI 's  Church the sane day" hle then began the great strugg, le of

m a r r i e d  l i f e .  ! ' l e  l i v e d  i n  L o u i s a  C o . ,  K i n g  W i l l i a m  C o -  a n d  S p o t t s y l v a n i a  C o .

My wife Martha El len i ,J i lk inson Johnson was the rnother of  ten chi ldren, four

ch i id ren  wet re  born  in  Lou ise  Co. ,  one g i r l  and  th ree  boys ,  we then moved to

K ing  Wi l l iam Co.  where  we l i ved  th r ree  years  dur ing  wh ich  t ime two more  boys

were added to our fami ly and also r lve were seddened by the loss of  one boy.

!{e next moved to Spotsylvania Co. where we } ived for s ix years and in th is

per iod four other chi ldren were addedto our fam,i ly,  t l , . ro gir ls ( twins) and two

bo.ys .  Dur inq  th is  per iod  a lso  v le  los t  another  boy  and the  g i r l  tw ins  passed

away-  0n  Ju ly  4 '  1886 wh i le  we s t i l l  i i ved  in  Spotsy ivan ia  I  su f fe red  the

great loss of  my i i rst  wi fe Martha El len.  ! {e had i ived together as husband

and wife fo,r  s ixteen years,  one rnonth and two days. She was forty-one years

oid and i  was thir ty-seven years o1d at  l ier  death.



-  1 1

Martha [ l  len l^ l i  lk inson Johnson was a good and devoted wif ,e,  a ,k ind
and loving nrother,  a good neighbor,  a loyal  sol ,d ier  far  the Lord Jesus chr ist-
Peace to her ashes and rest  to her soul .  Af , ter :  the death of  my f i rst  wi fe I
took the s ix chi ldren remaining and lef t  them in care of  thelr  grand aunt Mrs.
Lou isa  v '  H i l k insOn.  I  then s ta r ted  fo r  cambr idge,  Massachuset ts ,  where  my
sister Fannie l ived to make a net,r  start  in a new environment,  I  a* ived in
cambridge on september 3,  18BG and at tended services at  the union Bapt ist
chur"ch the second night af ter  my arr ival .  Finai ly I  secured employment and
remained in cambridge near ly two years when at  the suggest ion of  my sister I
re tu rned to  Lou isa  co .  v i rg in ia ,  on  February  18 ,  1888 to  see my four  ch i ld ren
who remained of  the s ix whom I  had lef t  wi th their  Aunt Louisa,  Two had died
whi le  I  was  in  Massachuset ts .  A f te r  a  few days  s tay  in  V i rg in ia ,  I  ga thered
together my four chi ldren and brought them to cambridge, Massachusetts,  where
with the aid of  rny s ister Fannie Scott  I  d id what I  could to make them com-
fo t " tab le  and happy.  Today,  so  fa r  as  I  know,  the  four  ch i ld ren ,  one g i r l  and
three boys, whom I brought to Massachusetts, are their or^ln woman and men, to
do and act  as th 'ey prease, and I  as I  can. My gir t  and two of  the boys are
maff ied,  my oldest boy, I  know not where he is but hope that he is in thr
hands of  our heavenly Father.

0n Au'gust 21, 1890 in cambridge, Massachusetts,  i  took as m'y second
wi fe  Miss  Susan L indsay  who was born  in  v i rg in ia  and reared in  wash ing ton ,
D '  c '  we l i ved  together  ten  years  and f i ve  months  n ine  years  o f  wh ich  t ime
sne was an inval id and a great suf ferer.  Every medical  ski t t  was expended on
her,  but  at  last  she died. peace to her ashes, rest  to her soul .  But m.y
career inlife and in the struggle of the vrorld were not yet ended. After t,he
death of my second wife I wandered around u,nti l I met Miss Lottie Henderso,n
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!'fho ! ',as born in }{inchester, Vlrginia, August 13, 1869- I courted her and we

were married on October 8, 1902. She was the youngest or baby of eight child-

ren and I call her my baby and she also proved herself a darling- Yes, she

is my dar l ing and I  am what I  am. However we have l ived happi ly l ike two

birds in a nest for nineteen years by the grace of God.

I  professed rel ig ion and jo ined Fosters Creek Bapt ist  Church in

Louisa Co. Virginia,  the Green Spr ings neighborhood in June 1866. I  have

tr ied to l ive consistent ly dur ing these f i f ty-s ix years.  I  am now growing

old and feeble,  the t ime seems drawing near when I  must bid th is wor ld adieu

and with my God appear,  but  I  must struggle onward unt i l  my Master cal ls,  for

I  may be here to wind up the clock at  the centennial ,  though I  have struggled.

Very truly yours,

Moses C - Johnson

February 14, 1922

Copied from his or ig inal  manuscr ipt

Lauman Ben Johnson,
19 Woodward Street,
Everet t ,  Mass.

August 23, 1928

s l i g h t l y  a b r i d g e d ,  b y  h i s  s o n ,
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